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- ithas to do» wnh a pro— V. .rSo I asked the caller: ‘previous suramer when hb )
. grarmn you would know under - - “Are You referring to some- -.-.- was Vics President and -
the Initial M,” he said, obvi- _. thing | might know under tho - = didn't have "a need to . —':i’r
-ously thinking that would _ 7=~ inltlal Z7” (Since the phone- = know.” He was told hov tha
make it ali clear. . <= “was not a sseurs ling and Sovist Goif-class missile-ca

=5 M. M? What program did ~since the Russians wers Arymg submarine was bemg
l know that began with that - ..~ known to bs inte rcephng _Vhors!ed frormn Its burlal site -
Istter? And why the b!eepmg most telephonic commu*nca--; when it broks in two, the -

-The Navy announced that:
the Glomar Explorsyr, the .
. mystery ship buift at the- .=
bahast of tha CIA, Is being -
put m mothballs—-News xtem ’

1 knew somnthmg ax- _
traordmary was-up bejore - i

| teaving my Pentagon desk” * - mystery? From the circum- __ tions in the Washington area, .- mors important part p!um-‘
-on Friday, Feb. 7, 1975. A call - stances of the call, it had to - we had to talk e;hphcally) ‘- meting back to the bottom.
had coma In irom the White -~ be a spooky operation, prcb- o2 = *That's it,” he said. - .The Presidant at that mest
Housa on the secure scram- - ably involving the Navy. Lo "Somet‘nng has haooened ing gave his approval for -
.bler phone shortly befora 5, As acting assistant sec~- .~ Can you come to a meetmg Phase I} oi Matador, spring
 directing Secretary James .- rsrary of defense for public - - in tha Pentagon tomaorrow . sea trials to test equipmant

" Schissinger to drop every- "’ ajfairs | had to be wired into - morning? We'll ga into the
thing and hurry over to the. - - a number of sensitive opera- - deta:ls than v
President's oifice by 5:15. He  tions, some In the cat-and- S
wzs told to bring the ranking . mouse business, lest some-
miiitary man in tha building _ - thing break publiciy that}
vith him. Secratary of State = “wouldn't know haw to re- -
Henry Kissinger had been - spond to. -~
similarly summoned. CIA Di=""" .. © Then] racaned a v.,ry .
rector William Colby was 0 - - saensltive program Involvin N
brist them on something hot, - ths Navy gn%gmg. ClA. | ha% - the boitom of ths ocean 75(_)‘ :
the nypﬁ_cmessage said' s a SO-minUte brieﬁng' soms ‘ ‘;'ml’es noﬁhwest Of Ha‘”al‘

~ - Whan | got homs, about - weeks.before. | recall being - W2s ¥ e_.a__tan_ing to coms

.7:45, the mysiery heightened. . so impressed with the Impor- - apart. i o
“You had a weird call,” my - - tance and secracy of the =7 <= The cods neme  of this
wite said. “The caller 7~ - 77 - _program that { had re-- - - particular operation, under -
ssemed excited but wou!dn‘t - strained my penchant to ask . the overall umbrslia of Zodi
lsave a nams or number.” : . reporter-like questions, even_ - 8C ¥as Matador. The names -
#:> “Man or'woman?” 1.7 " 'when invited to. In that .. - don’t mean that much; they -
asked, wpETilng Instance,  didn't want to +ars changed from time to -

N "Son’y o  disappoint, |t - know mora than what the . time for 'reasons of security.
was a man. He said it was " .~ - brlefing officers, an admiral ~ . 1O Ihis day, reporters are - =
sormething connscted with <~ '_'and a capzam cho to voi 5 = writing about the submarme :

your work., But that‘s all he ) untesr, -1 0 ~recovery effort under the -
wau!d say.” et R . One of the faw thmgs _nams Jennifer &n ggrlrer

A half hour later the' unclassified about tha pro- .= designation.  <-- - 3
man called back. He gave 5. ‘gram was its cotd2 name: =-.-Only a few cays before,
me his name and rank, that _'-‘ .‘ President Ford tad been =
of captain in the Navy, %} - “briefed on the recovery efo

briasfaed you once,” he bngan ~which had taken piace the .

“I ‘hope you ; emar-cber me.”:
703 ld a nct.

‘repeirs and improvements -
preparatory to a second re
‘covery attempt in July T

_ Somethmg haa mdeed = -But if the cover Stary
" happened. An elaborate cov- B waa stricped away, any acidi
“er story protecting a S350 - tional iry for tha remeurung
. million effort to snatch a So- " two-thirds of the diesel- *

“ viet misslle submarine from -5 Powered sub, togelher with
I its nuclear-tipped missiles,

-_its code books, its ¢crypto-.
graphic equipment and Its
communication gzar, would
“Tun a serious risk of coniro
‘tation at sea with the Sovie
. Union, which until then did
not even know the locat.on
of its missing U-boat. -9
< i What had been gol
invcived ons of the most -
clossly heid, ambiticus and
i echno:ogxcalty imprasswe
iInte‘lvgence efiorts In histo
Only one thing — it falled 14
_accornplish most of its ob~
“Jectives when tha precious’
- submarine snapped In two.
‘Was no wonder those rela-
tively few peopls familiar =]
‘with the operation were an
-fous {o ksep the mission-:
_secret, so that it might bs

z;wuiam Bascher is The
Globe's dipfornatic corre-
spondent in Washington. .

-~ For the crypto gear a
“code books might hold the
key to braaking Sovist so- |

ure communications arou

-l mme

Tt e e el e
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the worid. And access 1o a
warhead of the Russian -
SSNZ-emisslie, even thoy h
not opea of the latest w
ons, would eliminate a !otof :
guesswork and enable 55777
Amarlcan nuclsar physncn

to better understand the
-state of Russian warhesad

technology — past. present
and future, R
- Those were the con-
cerns passmg through th
-minds of about 20 officials
and officers who gathered in":
a fifth tloor, special security *-
Pentagon meeting room that
‘Saturday morning. They - -
“were from CIA, Defense In-
_telligence Agency (DIA), the
State Department’'s Bureau
-of Intelligence and Ressarch,’
“tha Joint Chiefs of Staff,-and:-
_Navy lntalhgence, B
_others. - Eati :
s “Gent’emen we have a™
prob!em." the briefing oﬁ:oer
bagan. He briefly sketched .
some hlstory to refresh the -.:
. mernories of those in the .~
room who worried about
Matador onty occasionally.
-in 1988 a Russian Golf-

oy er@Qﬂ%@éG«@%ﬁIP\%ﬁ

1 Ing, durlng transit, an explo-

| vessel plunging toward the .-

[{ headed from its VIadlvostok

“class missite submarine = |
" base in Soviet Asia toward -

its patrol station somewhere (s

(- off the West Coast of the

.dl_stress signal.

-

slon occurred, sending the ',

bottom, three miles below. *-
There had been no time for a ‘months. To no avall. The -

* Russlans had no clear idea -

Presumably, because

" the sub falled to radio In at -

%meﬂ%‘@“&ﬂmmww‘waﬁ%ﬁég by all this , enarel

ured It had been lost. Ama- .~
_Jor search was mountad, 6X- -
" tending over large reaches .-*
“of the Pacltle, for three full : =
-~ ~.deslgned to warn of the -~
" movement toward our shorg

. whera the vessel had gone~ .. of enemy submarines. The

r-*mari

- - and Pentagon research &

. Senthusiast. - - 4 oie oo
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down or why. They gaveup

actlvity by the Russlans, the
.US Navy reviewed acoustic

{apes from a system of un~

derwater lisiening davices |

-sounds of underwater axpl
slons ware picked up znd .
locallzed, within an area
.abou! 10 mlles square.
- Two deep-sea researc
_-vessels — tha Mizar, a sur
face ship-that hielped.jeca
“the H-bomb lost oft Palo-
mares, Spain, and the Hall
.but,fa nuclear-powamdasa
orlginally dasigned
-carry gﬁﬁgﬁ: SCruise mis-
" slles, but recontigured for
:special projects — were -
Jused to find and photogra
Zthe Soviet U-boat. Tha Na
~was Interested In discover
Its typs, its condition and
.some clua as to what had
causad the accldent. -~
.=z The photos showed t
_.despits evidencs of intern
explosions, and despits th
Tat a depth of 18,500 feet, {
“vessel was well balow cru
:dapth, it somehow was .-
~Intact. If only thers was sg
~way to recovar nt who!e. i
‘only... - - Y
i:7- Such mu:.lng !e'i to d
zcussions among ClA and
: Navy intelligence ofiicers

-neers. It Just might be po
.ble, the enginesrs szid, gl
~enough tims, money and
isupport — and secrecy 1d
Iprotect ths ventura irom
-Russlan interfersnce at t
. slte — that effectivs retric
> gear could be devslopad,
= There were soma ma
i rguments back and fort
+ betwesn and within agen
=cles. Richard Helms, then
=ClA boss, was at first va
Z unenthusiastic about the
7 Buck Rogers schemsa. Ad
=-Elmo Zumwalt, chlef of ng
% operations, did not like ti
kldea of massivs diversion
>:funds for a long-shot ga
= Wwhen they could be profi}
= bly applied to other high
 payoif covert and overt iV
=programs, Dr. John Fostg
-direcior of defense resea
Zand englneering, wasab

contin



L. ynen inele are s
advocates for a program in .~
‘the Pegtagdn, the easiest - -
way to avoid wrangling
sanction “paper studies.” So
dasign and feasibility studies
‘were pursued, blueprints i
" drawn, and a momentum -
-developad. But the Penta- -
“gon's No. 2 executive, Dapu-.
-ty Defense Secretary David.
"Packard, became so‘con-"
-cernad about the snowban- B
ing momantum thatat one .-
- point ha ordered that the h
:keel of the principal- recovery
~vesse} then in blueprint
“stage-not be-laid- w:thout hns-
-specmc approval "

- Nonetheless, the super—
“secret Forly Commitiee, with
- Kissinger as chairman, which
had to pass on all significanmt
_-covert operations, gave its:/
" assent and on Dec. 8, 1971,
“the keel of the Glomar Ex-=
- plorer was laid at Sun Ship-

building and Dry Dock Co.,
;Ch%ter, Pa.: '

Ths cover story was one

of the most elaborate in the P

- annals of American intelli- . o
gence. In order to provide an
_innocent mask for the spe-_/
- clal-purpose vessels, it was :

decided 1o use the guise of -

recovering potentially valu- ..
_able manganese nodules :;
from the seabed, an endea
or then being senousty'ex :
-plored by at least three .
American f:rms and several
‘_foresgn ones.-
- Howard Hughas, the
secret:va billionaire reciuse
~was known to be ong of .1l
‘those interested. He was ap-
- proached — through inter-',
mediaries — and accepted
_the mission. Although the -

project would have the capa-

bility of scooping up quantt—-
- ties of baseball-size man--:
ganese nodules, and- would

do 'so to establish its authen-

ticity, the ClA was pfepared
to brief the heads of other -
US firms on its real purpose
-should they becoms tempied
by Hughes’ apparent ptunge
to invest heavily in similar -
ventur%. They did not.-

.. A complicated series of -
*“white” contracts, not invoiv-
ing ClA, and “black” ones, .

Appro ved

{ showing direct intelligence .=

Tonvolvement anltd aUGroTily, .

. ‘were worked up among tha::
empire, Lotkheed -
0ase é@@ﬂpﬁaanec
Corp and others involved i m
dave!ophg, hand-crafting -+

x and operating soma very ex—-

-otsc special equipment-
.. Covert efforts extended
to the point where Washing--

" ton officials fiying to Califor- 1
~ nia to visit Glomar Explorer,~
- once built, moved to the ...,
" West Coast, wouid land at a o
+ private Lockheed airstrip .

“ and be fitted with dvsou:s% o

* before being sped by power 3

- taunch 1o the ship; govern--.
. ment specialists in the crew -

“-.were provided phony names |

- and backgrounds; other cwﬂ—

*lan crewmen, all hand-.: =

picked by GlA, were told no -
.. more than what their jobs re-

* quired and if any chose to .=
- quit they were provided fat -~

¥

+. perhaps spiil what they knew_
- 10 any outsider.: =0 ]
7 T-But, despits these and

. Seturday moraing said the . .
: cover story was coming - .

. apart. The Los Angates

% Times had, the previous eve-
"..ning, published a front—page

- 'story which began: . -0 .

S 1. “Howard Hughes con-
- tracted with the Central In- . ~

~ sunken Russian nuclear sub-

marine from the North Atlan- |

tic, according to reportis cir-
- culating among iocal law-en-
‘forcement officers. The
.. operation reportedly was
carried out — or at least at-
~tempted — by the crewof a.

* honuses or lucrative allerna- 4
tive empioyment to assure -
- they wouldn't jeave mad and -

'-;-'.other painstaking efforts, the,'
briefer at the Pentagon that i -

teliigence Agency to raise a

cim .- P S

broxen xmo and four foot-

0@!14100180064&(93 of papers, togethcr

- 'sdiiergﬂe;refmﬁe m:mng
k
- Surmma Corp. 2 desugnnd

by a Los Angeles firmu i
- *Confidentiat files o tne
~operatxon are believed to_: =

" have been among the docu-

“ments stolen by safecrackers -

- from Summa’s Hollywood of- -
fices at 7020 Romafne !ast S

. of weeks later, the CIA maj

- continued, a New York Tii
- part-time stringerin Los -

June.” -
-The story was a m!xed
gnﬂ of accurate and errone—

ous tidbits. For example, the .
only submarine lost in the. .~
- firm handling the Summa 3
- count and asked a lot-of " |
- questions about Gloriar £

North Atlantic was off Spain’ -
in 1970, and since ils foss t‘le

Soviets had stationed an - =~ &

electronic intelligence ship at
the site around the clock.
Thus they would have known :
that no American ship, and -
ceriainly not the Glomar
Explorer, had come any--"
. where near. Also, the sub’
lost in the Pacific was'not 7

nuclear powered. So Russian’~
= another, sketching the ClA
” Hughos submarine project

analysts, puzzling over the -
Los Angeles Times story, -
‘might well have chalked it ofi
“as confused and unreliable.

But reporters for the -
Times and qguile possible -
from other pubhcahon;. .
could be expecied to dig fur-

ther. Therefore, the purpose '~

of the Pentagon meeting was
to discuss how much had al-"
ready come out and to ﬁgure_
out what to do to try to main-.

tain some semblance of - -

secrecy so the project would
not be blown out of the

water. - - - . .

TR & ST the Los Angetes Police D4

o

©  TheCIA brie’fer'con.—’"'~ 3
firmed that a burglary had

been committed the previous

- June 5. A vauit had been

taken

- with $58,600 in cash and .-
= some artifacts, stolen. Sum

- ma officials had informed. -

77 CIA of the burgiary but said

no secret documents were
beheved among the paper

But cunousty a coup'

Angeles, James Phelan, ¢9
tacted the public-relations

-plorer and specifically

- whether it was a spy ship.

was told no, categorically.:
- Shortly after that, Su

' ;ma ‘contacted the CIA with
" the very unsetiling news t

. among the missing paperg
‘. was a one-page memo, {ro

orie senior Summa official

* The ClA Immadiately

- rcontacted the FBI. Colby
brisfed FBI Director Ciareq
- Kellay and a handful of ot}

. bureau brass for the first:
time on the projsct and.e
listed thelr assistance in |
vestigating the burglary, -

_slnce the ClA wasn't sup-

posed to conduct domest(
proba» -

The FBI agreed to he
but asked that its Los Ang
les fiald office be briefed.
Then the field office briefd

partment aftsr getling lis

- - agreement to cooperate.

T LAPD was supposad to bs
- told only-the minimum —
that certa.n classlfied doc

T L e e -

<ontin
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T manis mt L HAYO oot . ;. ._- Tea0INIe. U Tt O ) P MK - N — - —T
-among papers stolen tha =] "AFTER RUSSIAN - - .71 .. Because of ius national . fired vital, did Washingto
. previus nvonth from Sum- BRAARINE/SUNKEN SH!P and international imoact of - censider trying to compls
"ma. But it eppears it RE&YG €asei2005(04/1.3 : CIATRDESIMBI 13090380008 inst 1ikaly Soviei oppq
_much more, for todo less .| TOLD. Through Thomas s .| -contacted ils lisher, Ar- . tion, and what wero the r
would have seemed to show ' efiorts, the story was - o1 thur Ochs Suizburger, ex- - a speciive roles of the milif

7

: l!ttle trust in local author}ties, dropped from page one to | plained the sensitivity of the ' and civilian lzad=rs in th;
;% In an effort to prevent - -.| . 18 In subsequent editions._ -} story and asked him to see - determination? Tt
.‘the Information getting out, {7:= But, too late. UP! and AP | .whathe could do. -~ - * -« Can an ogen socisty
. quite a bit of fascinating In- { had filed their versions, .. .- Apparently he could and " contest eifactivery in the
" formation was shared with a'| quoting the Los Angezes '. "did do quite a o For de~ . - . vert demi-world o} mteﬂ
‘Iot of law-enforcement offi-- - Tlmes And Phefan wrote a™-| spite Phelan’s head starton  "gence?
. cers who could not be ex----]. plece for the hewYorlemes_. the original siory, hisac- -.--~ . There's m‘la que,sbo
_pectad to be appreciative of ‘ ' : count on Saturday enced up - that successtul retrizval ¢
_%the genums sensrt:vlty of the _ - on pags 20, with ons of the  ~ the sub and all it contain
- mission.” : g5 ) smallest headlines used by - - would have been extrem
8ubsequan'd‘y, a man as-] . o -, the Times. The story began' -. valuable, 1 recall a visit i

- soclated with the burg!ars— “1 0S ANGELES, Feb.7 nuclear weapons }ahborat
“put out a fesier to see- : — A middle-of-the-night bur- atlos ;\!arpos, MM whe
--whether tha oovemment was glary of Howsrd Hughes's .- D8puly Dafenss Secreta
- Interestsd In buying back - : hoadquarters in 1974 is un- ,,; William Clements — at t
" classified documents. Tha o der intensive investigation - 1rns the only one in the

: asxmg price: $1 miliion. - =2 ' following a $5C0,0C0 demand -room aware of Project M
=7 A mesting was set.. The : made ugon the Hughas g _ dor — asked a group of
“FBI sent an agent. posing as” 3 organization.” %I arms designers whether

- would be worthwhile, if it

a private attorney em- The articie was wiitten” .~

- powsered to discuss money. 3] _ _ ~. were possible, to get hol
But when he showed up, the A g,\(:r; fno(;'?s ;;gm";ttgf’,\fo”{ﬂ a vintage S_oviet warheag

“intermedlary said he knew until the 13th paragraph was : ;_The}f ex_:_:!amed In soms
the lawyer was with the F8), , there any hint of the real - ‘detail, wnich must remai
that'd he'd been tippad by . - news; and it was attributed: lassified, why the abilit

- someone “downtown,” and . 1o the Los Angeles Times re=. Sty such a warhead wg

e refused fo talk further. .~ port that “the stolen docu-
) ments disclosed a contract’
. betwaen tha Central lntelh- :

- .2. munications avoard a m

gence Agency and the .~ == sub
might have baen 931
Hughes organization {o hetp more vaiuable

: salvage a sunken Russ:an

bamvaluable. ceorniels
-+~~~ Code books, crypto
" gear, and the scecial co

7 The brisfer said Los An—:
Tgeles Times reporter Jerry - -
| Cohen overheard Phelan = -+

asking a lawyer in the district . , submarine.” . % - Whether the iot was
" attorney's office about the . =] ' BRRE | appeared to the CiA o ‘worth $35 million, $350 m|
" ClA connsction with the case at least, that the Colby call " lion or $35 billion :s anyq

had borne fruit. But despite : - guess. But if it had aliow

.. ihat.and similar efforis over .-;".the United States 10 bres
the ensuing several weeks, .. > Russian ccdes, obtaln d
“the story finally broxe !oose hs&ght into Soviet subs,
. in rather full detail in mid- 7 kind of !niormauon weul
worth qu:te a lct. :

;- The record indtcat g

- and about the ransom .7

demand. Cohen and tatiow
> reporter William Farr dug
- hard and wrots the piece
* that began the unravehng

P Betore the story had hit - - |
the streets the ClA became .

. ' o The inctdent raises some the uniformed services
2:;’2&&;2?&’;’?;%3?: o * rather fundamental ques- - ot as anxjous 1o go aha
management; it was referred ' - Honst ot e ‘with the project as some
-to William Tnomas, the edi-*.. , v Should the cosily covert - - thelr civilian bosses, Ul
tor. A hasty meeting was ar-" , ; misskm have been author-- = mate%y. the dec:s}on top

: j"so,w cover o V:a omma
noon. According to the Pen \ was justi ? N : !

. tagon briefer,-after belng-

apprised of the problem, - - How did the Washmgton

e estab"shment, resling from -

“Thomas sald he was sorry, .| .
; ; , e " the Watergate aiair, handle
that he wished he'd known tho matter once the cover

-the sensitivity of the story, e
but that it was already in - - : - MQ??;O pa;a% off?. . so. al
typs and would soon be run- : o mission was : conti

= The original cover
} based on ex.stmg interes

SR Eoreaiie o

—

ning off the presses. At ... -
about 5:30 p.m. ths first edi-
tion came out. Splashed |
across page one was the 7. -

“Approved For Release 2005/04/13 : CIA-RDP80MO01048A001100180004-9



" recoverllig manganese no<
duigs frorg the ocean floor ~ :
was' Inc:m‘ous. it alsomré“’
e, Wnen Glomar Exp!orer
first went out for sea trials, .
-tha Russlians followed and -
-watched It closely. Apparent—

ry they bought the cover. . 4;_:

Wa.> tha Importanoe of -
tha project sufficlent to jus’d—
iy lying to the American pub-

-lic when the Issue first - -
arose? Spokesmen for the
Hughes interests were in-".

structed to *“tell no provable

lie.” That’s another way of -

oaylng don t get caught lymg. ~

Hav*ng spent nearty two
decad% 23 a newsman, and
only two years in govern---;
ment, | have an especsa}ty ’

hard time swallowing a total-

ly false cover story, even.
~when the misinformation’

fiurts no one. Rather, lwou!d X

have preferrsd a partial .
-truth, saying perhaps that
Glomar Expiorer was de-:-

signed with the capabillity to._'?"
scoop manganese nodules -]
and other valuable objects -,

from the ocean floor. Then, if :

the principal purpose of the 'f;

project began to leak, I

would have praferred saylng,"

“honestly, that no country - .
tatks about its mteihgence"
operations, real or rumored
Perlod. If people want to”
speculate fine. -

lroﬁica!ﬁy. one of the ™=

"In the Fedaral government- -

-began to ooze out, In a gar--:

-bled but still troubling fash-.-
lon, apparantly because tco’
many details wers shared ;.
too widely by Federal agents _

working with local law-en- - : -

forcement officials to prevent

is coming oui. That appears :
to be how ths Los Angeles :
Times tumbled to the first -
version of tha story. &

Once CIA Dlrector Colby-.
got into the act, he apparent_—
ly felt that because:of the

credibility failure-that en- f’:A :

gutied senlor officials In the
wake of Watergate and .
Vietnarn, he could not ask
publishers and editors to :
withhoid a story mere!y on .
good faith. . .. :

N

-

Approve:bﬂﬂa Retes

. -cne-u_omanship.,
most closely guarded secrels | :

= 8o he briefed them at
pdah
_two or papers. Then a-
“third. Then television net- |~ ..
works, news magazines,
'Sunday suppisments. When- :
ever word trickied over to his |
Langley, Va, headquarters -
that another reporter was - -
nosing around, Colby would
rush to the reporter’s boss, . -
| with fascinating detalls, and -
a plea not to breathe a word. '

[ got to the pomt where 50~ :
_many peopls knew snatches
of the story that it was mak-‘:
ing the rounds of coc}da;l
pames in Washmgton

H

i

. Coiby mls}udged the na- :
tura of c=20ple in the naws -
business. They are as patﬂ-’ '
otic as tha next man, but a

. Yeportorial jurc% flow, -
hungering ior more meaty
information. And rbporters, if
thay agres for the tima teing '
not to print a story, oiten do
not taks that forbearance to
preclhda a little private gos-- -
sip witn-colleagues. As a-
class, reporiers ars among
the mosi gossipy individuals -
around. That's one of the

thair line of work. Especiaily |
.in YWashington, they mﬂasure
- their relative standing by -
how well Informed they are;'.-‘
“and secreis are great for -

-Even after the tory
broxe the missicn wes not
;Immedtateiy sheived. At ths
~tirging of Kissinger and -
“Schlesinger, and over the

‘| ‘objections of Colby and top z
-Pentagon brass, the Forty .=
.Committes cecided to pro--
‘ceed with midsummer tests ™

| ‘at s=a of modified equ:pment

:in order to ke=0 open the-
-oplion of making ancther go

tat the rest of the Russian: .~
“sub.

Those who objected
- pointed out that another at— R
: tempt could not be mada .

. secretly, The Russians had &
" posted an intelligence vessel
|- at the site full time. The mill- -
-tary did not-want to face the -

- back down, or facing a loss -
H4d13 C
S exampte, dropped depth - =

=charg% dt.ring tha recovery

fw G!omar Explorar was
leztse 20050413 : CliBR
; Cpi’o\]ed gear v

f ‘January, a decision was -

; ;ball the ship..

{ .whe’rher the United Stales

. “T'would say yes on'both- _

“really good story makes thew R

; :thetncal mission would havs

. “details of key Soviet strate- -
i “gle systems, we can !mprove

20ROt tmaomoo4 9
ed axce)- -

i lently. But, finaliy, this past

‘mads 1o scrub tha mission,”; N
and subsequently io moth- ©-.

? The ulimats question is j’_:

’shou)d or can run successful';
covert intsiligence mlss:cns?

1
i

counts. ..

4 7o the extent we can .-
fsarn, for exampie, intimate

cuir own capabilities and®

; ,_hbpsi'uily strengthen the de—
, nled by the inteliigence com- !
munity — that would have .
pbeon & lagltlmata covart -‘; i
,‘operation ]

Obvlousl j such a hypo- 5
.._.. ¥

i pesn difffcult if not !mpossl- B
© bla to pull off it word of It . ‘

:-’1

3
E

-Ex.

things that attracts them to

. - mas thelr duty Is to laarn what

-

. embarrassment of going out-{ -
- and either publicly having to

had loaked prematurely. - ="
indeed, the lives of thoss di—
i rectly Involvsd couid have -
been Jeopardized.

Do reportars have the -
duty to ferret out ovaery ss-
_cret they can and spread it

over page ona? it seems to

:they can and then exsrcise -
‘vasponsibie judgmeant on

" how much to write — to ade-
quately inform the public —
‘and when to write so as not
to damags legitimate natlon- -
ai security or jsopardrze
lives.

Somstimas reporters
like anyons slse, maka bad |
judgments, But usually, when
natlonal sscurity is involved,
they tand to err on the sidse
of responsiole caution. The _
few bad calls ars the price

for an open soclely 2}1 B
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